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MSU EDA University Center for Regional Economic Innovation (REI) Receives Notice
of EDA Investment Award

Michigan State University is excited to announce their year three EDA investment award.
The MSU EDA University Center for Regional Economic Innovation (REI) is engaged in
strategic partnerships and collaborative learning to develop and share the most innovative
economic development tools, models, policies, and practices. This collaborative learning
focuses on communities that face deeply rooted and social and economic inequality,
turning them into economically vibrant places that encourage high-growth
entrepreneurial development and create well-paid, sustainable new-economy jobs.

REI’s collaboration has also contributed to MSU’s Innovation and Economic Prosperity
(IEP) designation. The designation is an affirmation of long-term efforts which
demonstrates, “substantive, sustainable, and institution-wide commitment to strategy for
regional economic engagement, growth, and economic opportunity.”

REI was created in 2011 by the Michigan State University Center for Community and
University  Economic Development and is funded by the U.S. Department of Commerce - Economic
Outreach and  Development Administration (EDA). Through the facilitation of the REI Network, a
Engagement  community of over 2,000 individuals from the public and private sectors, REI is
continually informed by some of the most innovative and effective practitioners and
Cegtcegr{g;]fcog‘env‘gwty and  gcholars in the nation. Current areas of engagement seek innovative community and
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EDA’s University Center program is a competitively based partnership between EDA
and academic institutions that makes the varied and vast resources of universities
available to the economic development practitioner community. After receiving notice of
the award, Dr. Rex LaMore, Director of the Center for Community and Economic
Development expressed his enthusiasm to continue building partnerships and community
engagement, “This award from the U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic
Development Administration is a tribute to the creative and dedicated work of our many
partners across the state of Michigan who work diligently to create a more equitable
economy in our State.”

MSU is an affirmative-action,
equal-opportunity employer.



RET’s unique model of engagement advances innovation and economic development
through Student-Led, Faculty-Guided projects which provide assistance to Michigan
communities in completing local and regional economic development initiatives. In
addition, multiple parties collaborate in a Co-Learning process to generate innovative
economic development tools, models, strategies, policies, and practices. Finally,
Innovation Fellows seek to incorporate the tools, models, and policies identified in Co-
Learning Projects into practice in communities around Michigan. A call for projects will
be announced this fall through the Center’s website and social media platforms.
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